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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. The supplemental amendments, filed on 07/10/08, have been entered and 
made of record. Claims 1-6, 8-13, 15-17 and 19-21 are canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see the remark, filed 07/10/08, with respect to the 
rejection of claims 7, 14 and 18 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
The rejection of claims 7, 14 and 18 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7, 14 and 18 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 7, the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest: 
"an image processing apparatus comprising: 
a recording apparatus comprising: 

a first input unit that inputs camera information and picture taking 
information; 

a first generator that generates a file from the camera information 
and picture taking information received from the first input unit; 
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a recording device configured to store the file generated by the first 
generator; 

an encryption encryption-and-compression device configured to 
encrypt the stored camera and picture taking information tagged attribute 
information described by the description device; 

a maker note generator that generates encrypted maker note data 
including maker note tags of the encrypted camera and picture taking 
information; 

a second input unit that inputs the camera information and the 
picture taking information; 

a second generator that generates image attribute data from the 

camera and picture taking information input from the second input unit and 

✓ 

the encrypted maker note data generated by the maker note generator; 

a third input unit that inputs a compressed image data; a third 
generator that generates an image file from the compressed image data 
received from the third input unit and the image attribute data received 
from the second generator that generates the image attribute data from the 
camera and picture taking information input from the second input unit and 
the encrypted maker note data generated by the maker note generator; and 

a device configured to store the image file generated by the third 
generator write the attribute information encrypted and compressed by the 
encryption-and-compression device into an arbitrary attribute area; and 
a playback device comprising: 
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a separation device configured to separate image data and the image 
attribute data included in the stored image file; 

a first extraction device configured to extract the encrypted maker 
note data from the separated image attribute data; 

a decryption decompression-and-decryption device configured to 
decrypt the extracted, encrypted maker note data and compressed part of 
the attribute information separated by the separation means; 

a style-sheet input device configured to input style sheet data; 

a second art extraction device is configured to receive the input style 
sheet data and the decrypted maker note data and to extract display data 
from the decrypted maker note data to produce display data from the 
decrypted maker note data in accordance with a layout rule specified in the 
style sheet data selectively extract attribute information by analyzing the 
tags of the decompressed and decrypted tagged attribute information; and 

a display device configured to display the display data image and the 
selectively- extracted tagged attribute information". 

Regarding claim 14, the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest: 
"an image processing method comprising the steps of: 
a recording operation comprising the steps of: 

inputting camera information and picture taking information in a first 
instance; 
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generating a file from the camera information and picture taking 
information received inputted in said inputting step; 

storing the file generated in said generating step including an image 
area for storing image data and also including an attribute area for storing 
attribute information; 

encrypting the stored camera information and picture taking 
information a generating encrypted maker note data including maker note 
tags of the encrypted camera and picture taking information; 

inputting the camera information and the picture taking information 
in a second instance; 

generating image attribute data from the camera and picture taking 
information input in said second-instance inputting step and the encrypted 
maker note data generated by said maker note generating step; 

inputting compressed image data; generating an image file from the 
compressed image data input by the compressed-data inputting step and 
the image attribute data generated in the attribute-date generating step that 
generates the image attribute data from the camera and picture taking 
information input in said second-instance inputting step and the encrypted 
maker note data generated by the maker note generating step; and 

storing the image file generated in the image-file generating step 
writing the tagged attribute information encrypted and compressed in the 
encryption-and-compression step into an arbitrary attribute area; and 

a playback operation comprising the steps of: 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,292 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

separating image data and the image attribute data included in the 
stored image file; 

extracting the encrypted maker note data from the separated image 
attribute data; 

decrypting the extracted, encrypted maker note data and 
inputting style sheet data; extracting display data from the decrypted 
maker note data to produce display data from the decrypted maker note 
data in accordance with a layout rule specified in the inputted style sheet 
data selectively extracting attribute information by analyzing the tags of the 
decompressed and decrypted tagged attribute information; and 

displaying the display data image". 

Regarding claim 18, the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest: 
"a program, stored in a computer-readable storage medium, for causing a 
computer to execute a procedure comprising the steps of: 
a recording operation comprising the steps of: 

inputting camera information and picture taking information in a first 
instance; 

generating a file from the camera information and picture taking 
information received inputted in said inputting step; 

storing the file generated in said generating step including an image 
area for storing image data and also including an attribute area for storing 
attribute information; 
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encrypting the stored camera information and picture taking 
information a 

generating encrypted maker note data including maker note tags of 
the encrypted camera and picture taking information; 

inputting the camera information and the picture taking information 
in a second instance; 

generating image attribute data from the camera and picture taking 
information input in said second-instance inputting step and the encrypted 
maker note data generated by said maker note generating step; 

inputting compressed image data; generating an image file from the 
compressed image data input by the compressed-data inputting step and 
the image attribute data generated in the attribute-date generating step that 
generates the image attribute data from the camera and picture taking 
information input in said second-instance inputting step and the encrypted 
maker note data generated by the maker note generating step; and 

storing the image file generated in the image-file generating step; 
and a playback operation comprising the steps of: 

separating image data and the image attribute data included in the 
stored image file; 

extracting the encrypted maker note data from the separated image 
attribute data; 

decrypting the extracted, encrypted maker note data and inputting 
style sheet data; 
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extracting display data from the decrypted maker note data to 
produce display data from the decrypted maker note data in accordance 
with a layout rule specified in the inputted style sheet data selectively 
extracting attribute information by analyzing the tags of the decompressed 
and decrypted tagged attribute information; and 

displaying the display data image". 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HUNG H. LAM whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7367. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 
8AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, LIN YE can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HL 

07/31/08 



/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



